God’s Undercover Agent
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As a young child, the Mission Impossible television programs tantalized me.  I couldn’t wait to watch the next nail-biting episode.  I can recall the introductory music, and can visualize the puff of smoke as the mysterious tape self-destructed in five seconds. There was something delightfully intriguing about the life of a secret agent.

Our best efforts to portray the mystery of espionage cannot ever supercede God’s story.  The unveiling of God’s undercover agent makes the best episode of Mission Impossible quite trivial.

The superstar of God’s story is of course Jesus of Nazareth. Those who came into contact with him often wondered out loud, “What manner of man is this?”  He appeared ordinary. But in reality, he was far from it.  


In many Mission Impossible episodes a spy would peel off a fake mask.  Beneath they were really someone else.  Jesus’ identity is far more mysterious.  

In the fullness of time the Bible declares that the eternal Son of God took to himself a complete human nature, not a mere mask.  In the manger in Bethlehem was what appeared to be just another baby.  But Jesus was more than meets the eye.  God and man – the perfect union of two natures in one person - now that is some mystery!  


God’s secret agent veiled his unique identity throughout his life.  He even spoke to the masses in parabolic forms of speech so that, “though seeing, they may not see; though hearing, they may not understand” (Luke 8:10).  His Father also participated in the cover-up, hiding things from the wise and intelligent (Luke 10:21).

Frequently after performing some jaw-dropping miracle, Jesus stated that his identity must remain a secret.  He repeated this order at one critical juncture.  He had drawn his disciples aside to inquire about their opinion regarding his identity. Peter correctly asserted that the Jesus was the long-expected Jewish Messiah, the Christ.  It is noteworthy that Jesus immediately “warned them not to tell anyone about him” (Mark 8:30).

Put yourself in one of the disciple’s sandals for a moment.  Can you imagine knowing with certainty that Jesus was the Christ that everyone had been waiting for, then not being able to tell anyone?  This is front-page news!  Why must they be silent?

At that time Jesus began to unravel the purpose of his undercover operation, but only to the inner circle. His mission to Jerusalem requires a special task: “He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again. He spoke plainly about this” (Mark 8:31-32).   

Jesus sequestered the disciples on two more occasions and explained the details of God’s mysterious plan.  It is obvious from the text that they remained in the dark.

Why was Jesus so careful to retain this undercover status?  

The people wanted the messianic king to deliver them from Roman tyranny (and the disciples all wanted a prominent cabinet position!).  The problem was that they had predetermined the nature of his mission.  Jesus would not allow any man to dictate his role.  He was God’s agent. He would not be deterred from God’s mission.

Jesus’ words in Mark 10:45 define why he came: “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  

What the disciples failed to grasp is that the expected messianic Lion is also the Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53 – the Lamb of God who is pierced for our transgressions.  The eternal Son went undercover so he could lay down his life on Calvary.  The ransom price for many had to be paid.  Prevailing misconceptions must not be allowed to keep him from fulfilling his mission.

After the resurrection and the Holy Spirit’s empowerment at Pentecost, the formerly confused disciples proclaimed Jesus’ identity and mission with vigor.  And what was central in their message?  Jesus Christ, and him crucified.  No cross . . . no Christianity.

The undercover agent had a dual identity.  The royal Lion is also the pierced Lamb.  What an intriguing mystery!

